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Large Wood Debris and Dam Removal, 
Part 1: Elevating Practice Through 
Complementary Techniques
Lisa Hollingsworth-Segedy, AICP
Associate Director of River Restoration 
and 
Bob Beran, President
Beran Environmental Services
American Rivers www.americanrivers.org
American Rivers 
protects wild rivers, 
restores damaged 
rivers, and conserves 
clean water for 
people and nature.
Location map
Site History
The Opportunity
Wikipedia.com
Partnership
 Hollidaysburg Borough
 American Rivers
 PA Dam Safety Program
 PA Fish & Boat Commission
 US Fish & Wildlife Service
 US Environmental Protection Agency
 Blair County Conservation District
 Inter-Fluve
 Beran Environmental Services
…
Hatleystore.com Wikipedia.com
Lessons learned
 Context matters
 Training matters
 Experience matters
 Timing matters
 Innovation matters
• Watershed conditions
• Gradient
• Site restoration needs
• Risk
• Access to materials
Context Matters
Training 
matters
• USFS LWD workshop
• Site visits
• Experiential
Experience 
matters
• Project planning
• Design
• Permitting
• Construction
Timing 
matters
• Project phasing to match 
funding availability
• Budget flexibility
• Stream restrictions and 
weather delays
Innovation 
matters
• Mimic natural form and 
function
• Combine dam removal with 
LWD in PA for habitat 
connectivity and site 
stability
• Use onsite materials to 
reduce costs
What’s next for Muncy?
 Use current plan update as an opportunity to prioritize 
additional study needed to determine the feasibility of  FP 
TDR as a tool for multiple benefits
 Conduct BCA using HAZUS-MH to build scenarios that 
model potential sending and receiving areas
 Establish criteria for sending and receiving areas
 Evaluate local real estate market
 Design and implement program
Lisa Hollingsworth-Seg dy, AICP
lh-segedy@americanrivers.org
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